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Tracking New Coal-Fired Power Plants

Sources: 1 - Energy Central Daily & Wall Street Journal

This information package is intended to provide an overview of 
“Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation” by examining 

proposed new coal-fired power plants that are under consideration.  
The results contained in this package are derived from information 

that is available from various tracking organizations and news groups.  
Although comprehensive, this information is not intended to represent 
every possible plant under consideration but is intended to illustrate 

the large potential that exists for new coal-fired power plants.

Proposals to build new power plants are often speculative and 
typically operate on “boom & bust” cycles, based upon the ever 

changing economic climate of power generation markets.  As such, it 
should be noted that many of the proposed plants will not likely be 

built.  For example, out of a total portfolio (gas, coal, etc) of 500 GW of 
newly planned power plant capacity announced last year, 91 GW have 

been already been scrapped or delayed1. 

The Department of Energy does not guarantee the accuracy or 
suitability of this information.
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74 GW New Coal Capacity By 2025
(Accounts for 17% of New Capacity Additions)

New Electricity Capacity Additions
(EIA Reference Case)
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74 GW New Coal Capacity By 2025
(~ 148 New 500 MW Plants)

Source: Data Derived From EIA Annual Energy Outlook 2003
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94 Proposed Plants
62 GW Power

$ 72 Billion Investment

Equivalent Power
for

62 Million Homes

Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation 
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Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation
Proposed New Plants
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Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation 

** Annual Capacity Additions **
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61 GW
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for

61 Million Homes
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Coal’s Resurgence
State Summary

Equivalent Power
for

61 Million Homes

94 Plants
61 GW

$ 72 Billion

State Plants Capacity % Investment %
(MW) Capacity (Million $) Investment

Alabama 0 0 0.0 $0 0.0
Alaska 2 300 0.5 $521 0.7
Arizona 2 1,600 2.6 $2,139 3.0
Arkansas 1 800 1.3 $1,000 1.4
California 1 2,500 4.1 $2,500 3.5
Colorado 4 1,430 2.4 $2,215 3.1
Florida 3 1,250 2.1 $1,300 1.8
Georgia 1 1,400 2.3 $1,400 2.0
Illinois 10 8,041 13.3 $9,225 12.9
Indiana 1 500 0.8 $600 0.8
Iowa 1 790 1.3 $1,200 1.7
Kansas 2 1,510 2.5 $1,510 2.1
Kentucky 7 4,540 7.5 $5,487 7.7
Louisiana 1 600 1.0 $600 0.8
Maryland 1 180 0.3 $180 0.3
Michigan 1 425 0.7 $425 0.6
Minnesota 3 1,375 2.3 $1,550 2.2
Mississippi 1 440 0.7 $500 0.7
Missouri 2 1,100 1.8 $1,100 1.5
Montana 6 2,263 3.7 $2,800 3.9
Nevada 2 1,150 1.9 $1,300 1.8
Nebraska 2 820 1.4 $1,200 1.7
New Mexico 2 1,800 3.0 $1,800 2.5
North Dakota 1 175 0.3 $300 0.4
Ohio 3 2,110 3.5 $2,450 3.4
Oklahoma 2 1,600 2.6 $1,600 2.2
Oregon 1 500 0.8 $500 0.7
Pennsylvania 3 2,045 3.4 $2,325 3.2
South Carolina 2 1,440 2.4 $1,720 2.4
Tennessee 1 1,000 1.7 $1,000 1.4
Texas 1 750 1.2 $1,000 1.4
Utah 3 2,700 4.5 $3,500 4.9
Virginia 1 1,600 2.6 $1,600 2.2
Washington 1 2,500 4.1 $2,500 3.5
West Virginia 4 1,435 2.4 $2,055 2.9
Wisconsin 5 2,400 4.0 $3,950 5.5
Wyoming 3 890 1.5 $900 1.3
Undecided 6 4,600 7.6 $5,650 7.9

TOTALS 93 60,559 100 $71,602 100
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Coal’s Resurgence in Electric Power Generation
** Database **

Investment costs notated by “~” were unavailable and estimated by DOE at $1000 per kW
Red text above indicates recent updates
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New Coal Fired Power Plant Projects
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