
Tennessee Volunteer Emission Reduction 
Strategy

October 18-19, 2023 NACAA Fall Meeting 2023

Michelle W Owenby, Director, Air Pollution Control



Phase I: Tennessee’s Planning Grants

• State of Tennessee: $3 million
• Nashville Metropolitan Statistical Area: $1 million
• Memphis Metropolitan Statistical Area: $1 million
• Knoxville Metropolitan Statistical Area: $1 million



TDEC’s Approach to Phase I  

TDEC’s Collaborative Approach:
• Division of Air Pollution Control

• Contractors
• Office of Policy and Planning
• Division of Stakeholder Engagement
• Office of Energy Programs
• Lead Organizations for the MSAs
• City of Chattanooga

Website link:
tn.gov/environment/policy/tvers/html



TDEC’s Coordination and Engagement

• Interagency and Intergovernmental Coordination 

• Public and Stakeholder Engagement 
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Public and Stakeholder Engagement

• Communication Tools; Public Survey, Stakeholder Meetings

Goal: Engage with the public to gain insight on emission 
reduction priorities, opportunities, and challenges.

Occurring Fall/Winter 2023



Communication Tools

tn.gov/environment/policy/tvers

TVERS Email Listserv
TDEC.TVERS@tn.gov

mailto:TDEC.TVERS@tn.gov


Public Survey

What is a 
priority, 

opportunity, and 
/ or challenge in 

your community?

Goal: Get insight from the public and stakeholders on 
emission reduction priorities, opportunities, and challenges. 

Identify key sectors for input.

Open Until November 15, 2023



Public and Stakeholder Meetings

Location Meeting Details

Chattanooga September 21, 5:30 pm ET
Development Resource Center

Memphis October 2, 5:30 pm CT
Benjamin Hook Public Library

Knoxville October 16, 5 pm ET
East Tennessee History Center

Nashville October 19, 5:30 pm CT
Lentz Public Health Center

Kingsport
October 24, 6 pm ET
Meadowview Hotel & 

Conference Center

Register Today!



Challenges and 
Opportunities



Challenges

• Changing landscape 
– QAPP requirement announced after grant award

• Submitted to EPA on September 8, 2023 after RTI review and was 
approved on October 12, 2023

• GHG inventory work now underway, but delayed

• The Approach and Timing
– Meeting attendees struggle with the concept that their feedback is 

being sought for something for which they (or their community 
group can not apply for funding)  

– Meeting communities where they are to try and get diverse 
feedback (timing for PCAP is making this tough)

• Other Funding Delays
– Clean Air Act grant funds under IRA still not issued to states

• Requirement for GHG Inventory for every CPRG grant
– TN will have 6 GHG inventories (state, 3 MSA areas, City of 

Chattanooga and TVA Valley Pathways inventory)



Opportunities

• Collaboration across state in way that has not 
historically been done regarding reducing GHG 
emissions

• Potential investments for programs that have 
large potential for both communities and state

• Connecting partners for future benefit
• Identification of synergies that will provide long 

term value
• Coordination among states new to the Climate 

Plan arena


