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Introduction

• Sac Metro Air District

• Population 1.5 million 

• 4400 permitted facilities

• Approximately 880 annual 

complaints

• Annual increase in complaints



Elements of Public Nuisance

A person or business is 
emitting air 

contaminants

Air contaminants are 
harmful, offensive or 

annoying

Air contaminants are 
affecting a considerable 

number of people



Example 1: Sacramento Rendering 
Company – Background

• In operation since 1913; at current 
location since 1955

• Under permit with Sac Metro Air 
District since 1976

• Nearby housing developments 
approved in 2002

• Installed enhanced odor control 
system prior to building permit 
issuance for structures located 
downwind of the plant



Sacramento Rendering Company
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Rendering Odor Complaints
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Right to Farm Act



What We Could Do

•Use the Authority We Have

• Complaints

• Permitting Authority

• Toxics

• Right To Farm Act

• Proper and Accustomed Standards

• Substantially Increase Production

• Teamwork

• Water Quality Agency

• Board of Supervisors

• Community

• Plant Owner



Engage Stakeholders

• Hold Public Meetings

• Include other agencies

• County representatives

• City representatives

• Other regulatory agencies

• Water



Health Risk Assessment

Health Risk Action Levels and Assessment Summary

Type of Health Risk
Permitting Thresholds Project HRA Results

T-BACT Maximum Residential(A) Worker

Cancer Risk

(Chances per Million)
≥ 1.0 10.0 0 (B) 0 (B)

Acute Non-Cancer

(Hazard Index)
≥ 1.0 1.0 0.0001 0.0001

Chronic Non-Cancer

(Hazard Index)
≥ 1.0 1.0 0.00003 0.00003



Where We Are

• Working with Elected Officials on 
plan to relocate plant

• Continue to enforce permit 
conditions and respond to 
complaints

• Ensure plant is operating “according 
to proper and accustomed 
standards”



Example 2: Clean World SATS 
Facility – Background

• Previously a transfer station

• R&D for Bio Digester in 2012

• Alternative disposal for food 
waste

• Bio Gas

• Counties only site to meet 
State waste diversion goals

• Production increased in 2015



Complaints & Nuisance
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State Law Exemptions

CHSC

• Except as provided in section 41705 ... no person shall discharge air contaminants 
that cause nuisance ... 

• Section 41700 shall not apply to odors emanating from composting

PRC

• “Compost” means the product resulting from the controlled biological decomposition 
of organic wastes

• “Composting” means the controlled or uncontrolled biological decomposition of 
organic wastes. 

CCR

• “Digestion” means the controlled biological decomposition of organic solid wastes 

• Addition of Regulatory Requirements for “In-vessel Digestion Operations” 



What We Could Do 
• Challenged City on initial planning and facility siting

• Coordinated with Solid Waste

• Met with State Authority on Waste

• Communicated with County Officials

• Worked for resolution with District Hearing Board

• Worked with Source for toxics testing

• Used settlement tools to improve site (SEP)



Where We Are



Example 3:  Indoor Cannabis 
Cultivation – Background

• Legalized in California in 

2017

• Cultivation and 

Manufacturing Approved 

in City of Sacramento

• Concerns about 

Permitting and Nuisance



Assessment for Indoor Cultivation

District Rule 201 
exempts 

agricultural

No permitting 
authority

No nuisance 
authority (CH&SC 

§41705)

“Equipment/processes used exclusively in

the growing of agricultural crops, or in the commercial 

raising of fowl or other animals …”

Requires compliance with distributed generation (DG) 

requirements (per §41514.9)

Local Code Enforcement currently responsible 

for regulating nuisance



What We Could Do 

• Worked with our Board of Directors that includes City Council Members

• Harmonized lack of Authority with City Requirements

• Communicating with Regulated Community



• Webpage

• Advisory

• City of Sacramento 
Stakeholder 
Meeting

Where We Are



Lessons Learned

➢ Know Your Authority

➢ Exercise Your Authority

➢ Collaborate

➢ Stay Involved in Process

➢ Get Creative



Thank You!


