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This Week in Review 
 

(1) Michael S. Regan Meets Bipartisan Questioning, Support In EPA 
Confirmation Hearing (February 3, 2021) - The U.S. Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works (EPW) held a hearing to consider the nomination 
of Michael S. Regan, the Secretary of the North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality (NCDEQ), to be the 16th EPA Administrator.  Because the 
organizing resolution shifting power to Democrats in the Senate had not yet 
passed, Sen. Shelly Moore Capito (R-WV) chaired the EPW hearing.  In opening 
remarks introducing him, Mr. Regan drew bipartisan praise from Sen. Capito and 
the then-ranking Democrat on the panel, Sen. Tom Carper (D-DE), as well as Sen 
Thom Tillis (R-NC) and Sen Richard Burr (R-NC), who praised his commitment to 
collaboration, dialogue and transparency.  Mr. Regan’s opening remarks reflected 
on his tenure as Secretary of the NCDEQ with special reference to work 
advancing environmental justice, addressing poly- and perfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS), and implementing cleanup programs for coal ash sites in the state.  “Our 
priorities for the environment are clear. We will restore the role of science and 
transparency at EPA. We will support the dedicated and talented career officials. 
We will move with a sense of urgency on climate change, and we will stand up for 
environmental justice and equity,” Sec. Regan said in his opening 
statement. Senators Jim Inhofe (R-OK); John Barasso (R-WY) and Dan Sullivan 
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(R-AK) posed questions about how the next Administrator would coordinate with 
other administration officials like the White House Climate Advisor.  Sec. Regan 
said that the EPA has statutory authorities and that he would report to President 
Biden but that he would also would work other leaders within the 
Administration. He said he would pursue setting emission limits for PFAS in 
response to questions from Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY).  He faced numerous 
questions from Northeast states about the implementation of clean car standards, 
and committed to use the authorities of the Clean Air Act to advance emission 
reduction in that sector.  Sec. Regan asserted that “EPA can play a leading role” in 
improving efficiency and emissions from vehicles, and “can partner well with an 
automobile industry that is seizing this momentum.” He also responded to 
questions from Sen. Joni Ernst (R-IA) about improving the implementation of the 
Renewable Fuels Act.  In response to criticism from Sen Barasso on the job 
impacts of recent executive orders, particularly the cancellation of the Keystone XL 
pipeline permit and the halt on new oil and gas leases on federal lands, Regan 
maintained that EPA has a role in adding to the number of jobs in the economy.  
“We’re looking at all jobs,” he said, referring to investments in infrastructure, the 
power grid, and transportation as opportunities for “growing as many jobs as 
possible.” Asked by Sen. Capito about his views on the implementation of Section 
111 of the clean air act for regulating greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 
power plants, Sec. Regan noted he would need to consult with legal experts from 
EPA about the ultimate disposition of the courts in recent ruling, but that he 
expected to address the issue with a “clean slate”.  He said he would “look 
forward, not backward” and “convene all parties relevant to this discussion and 
think about how we harness the power and the statutory authority of the Clean Air 
Act in concert with major investments that we should see governmentwide and the 
input and the statements from those who will be impacted by any potential actions 
we take, whether that be a rulemaking or whether that be voluntary.”  In response 
to a question from Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), Sec. Regan committed to a new 
review of Maryland’s Section 126 Good Neighbor petition and working on 
interstate air pollution transport. Although Sec. Regan appears to be on track to a 
quick confirmation, it may be delayed by the Senate trial for former President 
Trump's second impeachment, which is set to begin next week. For further 
information: 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=D825A7BE-3D52-
4651-9664-A373EB3699A5  
 
(2) Buttigieg Confirmation Brings Climate Focus To DOT (February 2, 2021) - 
Former South Bend, IN Mayor and presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg has been 
sworn in as the 19th U.S. Secretary of the Department of Transportation (DOT) 
after a 86-13 vote on the floor of the full U.S. Senate.  Sec. Buttigieg placed 
pollution and climate concerns at the center of this testimony during his January 
27, 2021 hearing before the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation.  “The president has made it very clear that he expects all of us to 
work on delivering a new climate vision, and it's going to take a whole-of-
government approach. And certainly DOT has a big part of this,” Buttigieg said 
during the hearing.  He also emphasized the role that DOT plays in increasing fuel 

https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=D825A7BE-3D52-4651-9664-A373EB3699A5
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=D825A7BE-3D52-4651-9664-A373EB3699A5
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economy standards and expressed support for Biden's goal of installing 500,000 
new EV charging stations nationwide by 2030. For further information: 
https://www.transportation.gov/meet-secretary/secretary-pete-buttigieg  
 
(3) Federal Court Vacates and Remands EPA’s “Science Transparency” Rule 
(February 1, 2021) – The U.S. District Court for the District of Montana granted a 
motion by EPA to vacate and remand the January 6, 2021 rule, “Strengthening 
Transparency in Pivotal Science Underlying Significant Regulatory Actions and 
Influential Scientific Information,” also known as the “Science Transparency” or 
“Secret Science” rule promulgated by the Trump Administration.  The rule, 
“Strengthening Transparency in Pivotal Science Underlying Significant Regulatory 
Actions and Influential Scientific Information,” would have limited EPA’s discretion 
to consider, in its regulatory decision-making, scientific research for which 
underlying data are not publicly available.  The court’s decision to vacate the rule 
came shortly after its decision on January 27 to delay the rule’s effective date to 
February 5, 2021 (30 days after it was published in the Federal Register) – 
overturning EPA’s decision to make the rule effective immediately upon publication 
(see related article in the January 23-29 Washington Update).  In the court’s 
January 27th order, Chief Judge Brian Morris rejected the previous Administration’s 
arguments that the rule was “procedural” rather than “substantive” and held that it 
was therefore subject to the Administrative Procedure Act’s (APA’s) general 
requirement that a new regulation be published “not less than 30 days before its 
effective date.” The court further held that the rule did not satisfy the “good cause” 
exception to the APA’s delayed-effective-date requirement.  In addition to rejecting 
EPA’s justifications for making the rule immediately effective, the court noted that 
its determination that the rule is substantive rather than procedural “casts into 
significant doubt whether EPA retains any legal basis to promulgate the Final 
Rule.”  In light of that decision, EPA filed an unopposed motion on Sunday, 
January 31 for vacatur and remand.  In his order granting the motion, Chief Judge 
Morris wrote: “Defendants explain that in light of the Court’s conclusion that the 
Final Rule constitutes a substantive rule, the Environmental Protection Agency 
lacked authorization to promulgate the rule pursuant to its housekeeping authority, 
which is the only source of authority identified in the Final Rule.  Accordingly, 
Defendants state that vacatur and remand of the Final Rule is appropriate under 
the circumstances.  Plaintiffs do not oppose this request.”  For further information:  
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/EDF-v-EPA-
D_Mt_Motion_to_Vacate_1-31-21.pdf (EPA motion for vacatur and remand) and 
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/EDFvEPA-DMtOrder-
02012021.pdf (U.S. District Court order dated February 2, 2021) 
 
(4) EPA and NHTSA Ask Court to Hold in Abeyance Litigation Challenging 
Trump-Era SAFE Vehicles Rule Part 1 Pending Conclusion of Potential 
Reconsideration (February 1, 2021) – The U.S. Department of Justice, on behalf 
of EPA and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), filed a 
motion in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit requesting 
that the court hold in abeyance Case No. 19-1230 and consolidated cases 
challenging the “Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule Part One: 

https://www.transportation.gov/meet-secretary/secretary-pete-buttigieg
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/EDF-v-EPA-D_Mt_Motion_to_Vacate_1-31-21.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/EDF-v-EPA-D_Mt_Motion_to_Vacate_1-31-21.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/EDFvEPA-DMtOrder-02012021.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/EDFvEPA-DMtOrder-02012021.pdf
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One National Program” (referred to in the motion as the “One National Program 
Action” or “Action”) – in which the Trump Administration preempted and revoked 
California’s waivers of federal preemption granted under Clean Air Act Section 209 
for the state’s light-duty vehicle greenhouse gas emission standards and Zero-
Emission Vehicle program.  Respondents EPA and NHTSA have requested the 
abeyance pending their implementation of President Biden’s January 20, 2021 
“Executive Order [EO] on Protecting Public Health and the Environment and 
Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate Crisis,” in which the President calls for 
the immediate review of federal agency actions taken between January 20, 2017 
and January 20, 2021 “that are or may be inconsistent with, or present obstacles 
to, the policy set forth in” the EO.  Specifically with respect to the September 27, 
2019 SAFE Vehicles Rule Part 1 (preempting and revoking California’s waivers) 
President Biden calls upon the Administrators of EPA and NHTSA to “consider 
publishing for notice and comment a proposed rule suspending, revising, or 
rescinding” the rule by April 2021 (with respect to the April 30, 2020 SAFE 
Vehicles Rule Part 2 (rolling back the clean car standards established in 2012) the 
President calls for similar action by July 2021).  DOJ writes in the motion to the 
D.C. Circuit, “In light of the Presidential directive, the One National Program Action 
[SAFE Vehicles Rule Part 1] is under close scrutiny by the Federal Agencies, and 
the positions taken by the Agencies in this litigation to date may not reflect their 
ultimate conclusions.  The Federal Agencies should be afforded the opportunity to 
fully review the Action consistent with the Executive Order and the Agency’s 
respective statutory authorities.”  Accordingly, DOJ askes that the abeyance 
remain in place until 30 days after the conclusion of the review and any actions 
that result from it, with motions to govern further proceedings due upon expiration 
of the abeyance period.  In support of the motion, DOJ further writes, “Abeyance 
will further the Court’s interests in avoiding unnecessary adjudication, support the 
integrity of the administrative process, and ensure due respect for the prerogative 
of the executive branch to reconsider the policy decisions of a prior 
Administration.”  DOJ reports in the motion that all petitioners in this case state 
they do not oppose this motion, that respondent-intervenor states say they will 
oppose the motion (see related article below) and respondent-intervenors the 
Coalition for Sustainable Automotive Regulation and the Automotive Regulatory 
Council (formerly the Association of Global Automakers) state they consent to the 
motion (see related article below).  For further information: 
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Litigation-
US_Motion_to_Hold_SAFE_1_Litigation_in_Abeyance-02012021.pdf and  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-
restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis  
 
(5) State Respondent-Intervenors Oppose Motion to Hold in Abeyance SAFE 
Vehicles Rule Part 1, Automaker Group Respondent-Intervenors Withdraw 
from Suit (February 2-3, 2021) – Twelve respondent-intervenor states that joined 
litigation in support of EPA and NHTSA in consolidated cases challenging to the 
agencies’ September 27, 2019 Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles 
Rule Part One: One National Program – in which the Trump Administration 

http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Litigation-US_Motion_to_Hold_SAFE_1_Litigation_in_Abeyance-02012021.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Litigation-US_Motion_to_Hold_SAFE_1_Litigation_in_Abeyance-02012021.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/executive-order-protecting-public-health-and-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-climate-crisis
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preempted and revoked California’s waivers of federal preemption granted under 
Clean Air Act Section 209 for the state’s light-duty vehicle greenhouse gas 
emission standards and Zero-Emission Vehicle program – filed a motion in the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit opposing the February 1, 
2021 motion of EPA and NHTSA, now under the Biden Administration, seeking to 
hold the cases in abeyance pending implementation of President Biden’s January 
20, 2021 Executive Order and conclusion of potential reconsideration (see related 
article above).  In their February 3, 2021 motion, the respondent-intervenor states 
argue that “the federal government’s consideration of whether to grant a waiver is 
reason to expedite the resolution of this case – it is not a reason to refrain from 
deciding it.”  In support of their argument urging the court to deny EPA’s and 
NHTSA’s motion, the states reiterate the basis of their support for the preemption 
and revocation of the waivers of federal preemption for the state’s light-duty 
vehicle greenhouse gas standards and Zero-Emission Vehicle standards, granted 
to California under Clean Air Act Section 209: “This case presents the question of 
whether the Constitution forbids the federal government from granting a waiver 
under Section 209(b)(1).  The answer to that question is “yes,” because Section 
209(b)(1) is unconstitutional.  Section 209(b)(1) violates the equal-sovereignty 
doctrine by ‘allowing California to retain [a] piece of its sovereign authority’ – the 
power to set emissions standards for new vehicles – that the Clean Air Act ‘strips 
from every other State.’”  The states continue, writing, “If nothing else, it is an open 
and serious question whether Section 209(b)(1) is constitutional.  It would behoove 
all the parties to know the answer to that question before, not after, the federal 
government considers again whether to grant California a waiver under Section 
209(b)(1).”  Also weighing in with the D.C. Circuit were respondent-intervenors the 
Coalition for Sustainable Automotive Regulation (CSAR) and the Automotive 
Regulatory Council, which filed a motion to voluntarily withdraw from the cases.  In 
a statement on the move, CSAR said it “chose to intervene in a lawsuit between 
California and the federal government to support a unified fuel economy and 
greenhouse gas (GHG) program.  We are aligned with the Biden Administration’s 
goals to achieve year-over-year improvements in fuel economy standards that 
provide meaningful climate and national energy security benefits, reduce GHG 
emissions and promote advanced technologies.  In a gesture of good faith and to 
find a constructive path forward, the CSAR has decided to withdraw from this 
lawsuit in order to unify the auto industry behind a single national program, with 
ambitious, achievable standards.”  For further information: 
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/UCS_v_NHTSA-
Int_States_Resp_in_Opp_to_Abeyance_2-3-21.pdf, 
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Litigation-SAFE1-
Automakers_Motion_to_Withdraw_as_Intervenors-020221.pdf  and 
https://www.coalitionforsustainableautoregs.org/newsroom/automotive-industry-to-
intervene-in-fuel-economy-litigation-bfw6p 
 
(6) New DOJ Memo Withdraws Bans On SEPs, Settlement Limits (February 4, 
2021) – Citing a day-one Executive Order from the Biden Administration, the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) has withdrawn a series policies limiting the 
Department’s environmental enforcement tools.  In a memorandum to DOJ’s 

http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/UCS_v_NHTSA-Int_States_Resp_in_Opp_to_Abeyance_2-3-21.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/UCS_v_NHTSA-Int_States_Resp_in_Opp_to_Abeyance_2-3-21.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Litigation-SAFE1-Automakers_Motion_to_Withdraw_as_Intervenors-020221.pdf
http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Litigation-SAFE1-Automakers_Motion_to_Withdraw_as_Intervenors-020221.pdf
https://www.coalitionforsustainableautoregs.org/newsroom/automotive-industry-to-intervene-in-fuel-economy-litigation-bfw6p
https://www.coalitionforsustainableautoregs.org/newsroom/automotive-industry-to-intervene-in-fuel-economy-litigation-bfw6p
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Environment and Natural Resources Division (ENRD), Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General Jean E. Williams withdrew memoranda issued in the Trump 
Administration that blocked supplemental environmental projects (SEPs), 
narrowed ENRD’s enforcement priorities, and blocked the use of mitigation 
measures in environmental settlements reached with DOJ.  “Because these 
memoranda are inconsistent with longstanding Division policy and practice and 
because they may impede the full exercise of enforcement discretion in the 
Division’s cases, I have determined that withdrawal is appropriate pursuant to 
Executive Order 13,990,” Williams wrote. President Biden’s January 20, 2021 
executive order directed all federal agencies to “immediately review” regulations 
and other agency actions that conflict with the new administration’s commitment to 
addressing climate change and environmental justice. “After further assessment, 
the Division may issue new guidance regarding matters addressed in the now-
withdrawn documents”, the memorandum reads.  For further information: 
https://www.justice.gov/enrd/page/file/1364716/download  
 
(7) New Administration Withdraws Previous Administration’s Proposed FY 
2021 Budget Cuts (January 31, 2021) – President Biden sent a letter to Speaker 
of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and the President of the Senate Kamala Harris 
officially withdrawing 73 proposed rescissions to the recently adopted FY 2021 
budget that the previous Administration sent to Congress on January 14, 2021.  
The proposed rescissions would have resulted in decreases of $27.4 billion to 
federal programs, including EPA.  Specifically, they would have reduced 
approximately half of the funds appropriated for state and local categorical grants 
(the account that includes Section 103/105 funding) and cut the funds for the 
Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) from $90 million to $10 million.  
Reductions were also proposed for EPA’s Office of Research and Development 
and environmental education and environmental justice programs.  For further 
information:  https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-
releases/2021/01/31/letter-from-president-joe-biden-to-the-speaker-of-the-house-
of-representatives-and-the-president-of-the-senate/ 
 
(8) Carper Takes Chairmanship of EPW (February 3, 2021) – Senator Tom 
Carper (D-DE) has assumed the chairmanship of the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works (EPW), an influential committee role that holds 
jurisdiction over matters relating to EPA and the Clean Air Act.  Sen. Carper was 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1982, served as Governor of 
Delaware from 1992 – 2000, and has served since 2001 in the U.S. Senate.  He 
was the ranking minority member of the EPW Committee from 2017 until his 
elevation to the chairmanship with the passage of an organizing resolution of 
February 3, 2021, when Senate committee leadership roles transitioned from 
Republican to Democratic control.  On the Democratic side, EPW committee 
members include Sens. Ben Cardin (D-MD), Bernard Sanders (D-VT), Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-RI), Jeff Merkley (D-OR), Ed Markey (D-MA), Tammy Duckworth 
(D-IL), Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Mark Kelly (D-AZ), and Alex Padilla (D-CA).  On 
the Republican side, the ranking minority member will be Sen. Shelley Moore 
Capito (R-WV), and committee members include Sens. James Inhofe (R-OK), 

https://www.justice.gov/enrd/page/file/1364716/download
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/31/letter-from-president-joe-biden-to-the-speaker-of-the-house-of-representatives-and-the-president-of-the-senate/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/31/letter-from-president-joe-biden-to-the-speaker-of-the-house-of-representatives-and-the-president-of-the-senate/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/01/31/letter-from-president-joe-biden-to-the-speaker-of-the-house-of-representatives-and-the-president-of-the-senate/
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Kevin Cramer (R-ND), Dan Sullivan (R-AK), John Boozman (R-AR), Roger F. 
Wicker (R-MS), Richard Shelby (R-AL), Joni Ernst (R-IA), Lindsey Graham (R-SC) 
and Cynthia Lummis (R-WY).  For further information: 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-
democratic?ID=72FB0B78-27BA-4448-8B1E-D399D2D3D428 and 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/members  
 
(9) Bipartisan Congressional Group Calls for Immediate Administration 
Action on PFAS (January 29, 2021) – A bipartisan group of members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives has relaunched the Congressional PFAS Task Force, 
holding a press conference and sending a letter to President Joe Biden requesting 
immediate measures to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).  The 
letter, signed by 132 Members of Congress, called upon the Administration to take 
a variety of steps to address PFAS, including measures on the part of EPA, the 
Food and Drug Administration and the Department of Defense.  Among the 
recommendations were to use tools in the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act to 
restrict industrial releases of PFAS; finalize a nationwide drinking water standard 
for PFAS; expand reporting of PFAS releases through the Toxics Release 
Inventory; designate certain types of PFAS as hazardous substances under the 
Superfund law; and phase out non-essential use of PFAS in food packaging, 
cosmetics, sunscreens and other household projects.  The Congressional PFAS 
Task force was originally formed in 2019 by Rep. Dan Kildee (D-MI) and Reps. 
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA).  For further information:  
https://dankildee.house.gov/sites/dankildee.house.gov/files/1-29-20%20-
%20Letter%20-%20PFAS%20TF%20Priorities%20%28Biden%29.pdf and 
https://dankildee.house.gov/congressional-pfas-task-force 
 
(10) EPA Seeks Nominations for National Environmental Justice Advisory 
Council (February 2, 2021) – EPA published a notice in the Federal Register (86 
Fed. Reg. 7866) seeking nominations for individuals representing various 
stakeholder groups, including state and local governments, for appointment to the 
National Environmental Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC).  Established in 1993, 
NEJAC is a 30-member federal advisory committee that provides independent 
advice and recommendations to the EPA Administrator about issues related to 
environmental justice, including the integration of environmental justice 
considerations in to EPA programs, policies and activities.  EPA is now seeking to 
fill approximately seven new vacancies for terms through September 2022 
representing the following stakeholder groups: academia (one vacancy); 
community-based organizations (three vacancies); non-governmental 
organizations (one vacancy); state and local governments (two vacancies) and 
tribal governments and indigenous organizations (one vacancy).  Any person or 
organization may submit nominations, and individuals are also encouraged to self-
nominate.  EPA encourages nominations from all geographic areas but notes that 
it is “interested in adding members located in EPA regions 1, 2, 7, 8, 9 and 10.”  
The agency further notes that it is seeking nominees “with knowledge in youth 
perspectives and youth development; environmental measures; public 
health/health disparities; water infrastructure and other water concerns; 

https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-democratic?ID=72FB0B78-27BA-4448-8B1E-D399D2D3D428
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-democratic?ID=72FB0B78-27BA-4448-8B1E-D399D2D3D428
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/members
https://dankildee.house.gov/sites/dankildee.house.gov/files/1-29-20%20-%20Letter%20-%20PFAS%20TF%20Priorities%20%28Biden%29.pdf
https://dankildee.house.gov/sites/dankildee.house.gov/files/1-29-20%20-%20Letter%20-%20PFAS%20TF%20Priorities%20%28Biden%29.pdf
https://dankildee.house.gov/congressional-pfas-task-force
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farmworkers and pesticides; community sustainability and resiliency; green jobs 
and green infrastructure; land use and equitable development; and emerging 
inclusion of sub-populations such as the homeless, veterans, prisoners, etc.”  
Nominations should be submitted in time to be received by March 24, 2021.  For 
further information: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-02-02/pdf/2021-
02154.pdf  
  
(11) EPA Announces More Appointments (February 2, 2021) – The Biden-
Harris Administration announced another round of appointments to EPA.  Among 
the 14 individuals named to join the agency is H. Chris Frey, who will serve as 
Deputy Assistant Administrator of EPA’s Office of Research and Development.  
Dr. Frey is a Professor at North Carolina State University and his background 
includes service as a member of EPA’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee 
(CASAC) (2008 to 2012), Chair of CASAC (2012 to 2015) and a member of the 
EPA Science Advisory Board (2012 to 2018).  He was also a member of the 
CASAC Particulate Matter Review Panel that was dismissed in 2018; it was under 
his leadership that the panel reconvened as the Independent Particulate Matter 
Review Panel.  Alejandra Nunez joins EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation (OAR) as 
the Deputy Assistant Administrator for Mobile Sources.  Until her appointment, Ms. 
Nunez was a Senior Attorney in the Environmental Law Program of the Sierra 
Club, focusing on litigation and regulatory advocacy on federal greenhouse gas 
and corporate average fuel economy standards for light- and heavy-duty vehicles, 
carbon dioxide standards for new and existing power plants, state transportation 
and clean energy policies and the integration of environmental justice in climate 
policy.  Eunjung Kim has been named Special Assistant in OAR.  Most recently, 
she served as Deputy Data Director in Nevada for the Biden-Harris Campaign and 
as part of the Georgia U.S. Senate runoff team.  She also served for five years as 
a Materials Engineer with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  For further 
information: https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-additional-biden-
harris-appointees-0  
 
(12) NAS Academic Experts: Midcentury Decarbonization Challenging But 
“Feasible” (February 2, 2021) - A report produced by 17 leading academic 
researchers for the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine 
(NASEM, formerly the National Academies of Science) lays out a pathway for the 
United States to take steps over the next 10 years to put the country on the path 
for reaching net-zero emissions by 2050. The 198 page report, titled “Accelerating 
Decarbonization of the U.S. Energy System”, says that achieving this goal is 
technically and economically feasible, but cautions that doing so will require “rapid 
rates of change” and “unprecedented levels of funding”.  It calls for a transition 
away from fossil fuels for the power, transportation, industrial and buildings 
sectors, emphasizing electrification from renewable and nuclear energy, as well as 
massive investments in carbon capture, transmission, efficiency, and research and 
development.  The report argues that the United States “is the best resourced 
nation in the world for a transition to net zero” with “abundant solar and wind 
resources both onshore and offshore.”  It notes that “The country has plentiful and 
economically accessible natural gas, and enormous geologic and terrestrial 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-02-02/pdf/2021-02154.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-02-02/pdf/2021-02154.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-additional-biden-harris-appointees-0
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-additional-biden-harris-appointees-0
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reservoirs for CO2 sequestration.” The report also calls for an escalating federal 
carbon tax starting at $40 per ton that would raise $2 trillion by 2030 to be invested 
in decarbonization and addressing economic impacts from the transition.  While 
the recommendations in the report are estimated to cost $300 billion over the first 
ten years, the report estimates that $200 billion to $300 billion in health and 
economic benefits would be generated annually over the same period, and 2 
million jobs would be created by this shift.  “The health benefit alone turns out to 
be significantly larger than the cost”, it says, noting that “a transition to net zero in 
the United States would nearly eliminate adverse health impacts of fossil fuel use.” 
Despite this, it argues that the need for sustained, broad public support and the 
number of actions that need to be taken by all levels of government, the private 
sector, and the public place meeting these goals “at the edge of feasibility”.  For 
further information: http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/resources/advcopy-
prepub-accelerating-decarbonization-in-the-us-012921.pdf  
 

 

The Week Ahead 

• House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Environment and 
Climate Change Hearing via Cisco WebEx on "Back in Action: Restoring Federal Climate 
Leadership" – February 9, 2021  

 

• Resources for the Future Webinar on "The Social Cost of Carbon: Key Scientific and 
Policy Considerations for the Biden Administration" – February 10, 2021 

 
 

 

 
NACAA 

1530 Wilson Blvd., Suite 320 
Arlington, VA 22209 

(571) 970-6678 
4cleanair@4cleanair.org 
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http://www.4cleanair.org/sites/default/files/resources/advcopy-prepub-accelerating-decarbonization-in-the-us-012921.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-back-in-action-restoring-federal-climate-leadership
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-back-in-action-restoring-federal-climate-leadership
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-back-in-action-restoring-federal-climate-leadership
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OKFYBP7JTMCkd15GolOlAg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OKFYBP7JTMCkd15GolOlAg
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