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 The State and Territorial Air Pollution Program Administrators (STAPPA) and the 
Association of Local Air Pollution Control Officials (ALAPCO) believe that pollution 
prevention and sustainability are vital components of regulatory air programs.  Activities 
which develop and promote pollution prevention and sustainability should be pursued 
whenever feasible.  To this end, the associations believe that the following principles will 
guide state and local air agencies in identifying opportunities for and eliminating obstacles 
to the practice of pollution prevention and sustainability: 

 
Pollution Prevention 
 
o Pollution prevention is a common sense approach to reducing emissions in order to 

protect public health and the environment.  Consistent with the waste management 
hierarchy, source reduction should be the control option of first choice followed by in-
process recycling or reuse, treatment and lastly add-on control.  Pollution prevention 
practices should be held to a standard equivalent to pollution control methods in 
regulatory actions, policies and procedures. 

 
o Pollution prevention should be integrated into air agencies’ daily activities.  

Opportunities for pollution prevention exist in training, regulatory development, 
permitting, compliance assistance and enforcement. 

 
o Pollution prevention should be actively promoted to the regulated community.  This 

can be accomplished in a variety of ways, including, among others, removing existing 
regulatory obstacles, creating incentives, providing technical information, and 
discussing opportunities with sources regarding emission reduction strategies for 
existing sources, as well as new source activities. 

 
o The review of sources’ emissions with potential multi-media impacts should be 

coordinated with the regulatory authority/ies responsible for those other media to 
reduce cross-media transfer of pollutants. 

 
o Cross-industry use of materials to reduce waste should be actively supported, 

including the development of a forum for providing information on available waste 
materials and potential waster material uses. 

 
o Emission reductions resulting from the implementation of pollution prevention projects 

should be credited, for the purpose of any state or local emission reduction program, 
in the same manner as emission reductions resulting from traditional control projects. 

 
Sustainability 
 



o Protection of the environment is positively related to the social and economic health of 
a community. 

 
o Practices which meet current needs while ensuring long-term health and vitality of the 

community and environment should be promoted. 
 
o Environmental progress should be measured by meaningful environmental indicators. 
 
o agencies should facilitate collaborative stakeholder solutions by devoting resources to 

and establishing partnerships with the community to foster ownership. 
 
 
Adopted: April 29, 1997 


