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October 1, 2010

The Honorable Lisa P. Jackson
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
EPA West (Air Docket)
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington D.C., 20460

Re: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2010-0107

Dear Ms. Jackson:

The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality ("ADEQ") would like to thank the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") for this opportunity to comment on the Action to
Ensure Authority to Issue Permits under the Prevention of Significant Deterioration Program to
Sources of Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Federal Implementation Plan ("GHG FIP") proposed
rule.

The proposed GHG FIP would give EPA authority to apply the Prevention of Significant
Deterioration ("PSD") program to greenhouse gas ("GHG")-emitting sources in Arkansas in the
event we are unable to submit a corrective state implementation plan ("SIP") revision by EPA's
deadline. Arkansas will be unable to issue PSD permits related to GHG pollutants until state
regulations are amended and the subsequent SIP submitted to EPA is reviewed and approved.
EPA's accelerated implementation process ensures that Arkansas will not be able to modify its
regulations to permit GHG-emitting sources and submit a corrective SIP revision by EPA's
deadline. Arkansas must therefore accept a FIP to ensure that sources will be able to obtain valid
PSD permits when constructing or modifying a facility while Arkansas works to revise its
regulations.

ADEQ urges EPA to expedite corrective SIP revision approval and FIP rescission once Arkansas
responds to EPA's SIP call to apply PSD requirements to GHG-emitting sources. Arkansas
expects and encourages the swift action on these decisions as EPA represented in its Federal
Register notices of the proposed SIP call and FIP promulgation. This prompt action will ensure
that Arkansas resumes its role as the primary permitting authority for all PSD sources in the
state.
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ADEQ agrees with EPA's preferred approach to PSD permitting ofGHG sources. EPA should
be responsible for the GHG portion of the permit only and non-GHG permitting should remain
with the state permitting authority. ADEQ supports EPA's proposal to include in the FIP an
applicability provision that limits the FIP only to the permitting of GHG pollutants. To retain
permitting authority and to lessen confusion, ADEQ recommends that when EPA issues
Arkansas its SIP-call that EPA only find inadequate the portions of the SIP pertinent to the
permitting of GHG sources. ADEQ believes this is a good opportunity for Arkansas and EPA to
develop stronger methods of coordination and cooperation. ADEQ also believes that
coordination with EPA on permits must occur in a timely manner to avoid the delays in
construction and modification EPA seeks to avoid by implementation of the FIP.

Thank you for the consideration of ADEQ's comments. Please contact Mike Bates at (501)682
0750 or bates@adeq.state.ar.us if you have any questions or require additional information on
this matter.

Sincerely,

~U/tL~L
Teresa Marks
Director

cc: Mike Bates, Chief, Air Division


